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NCLR	DESIGN:	A	NEW	lOOk
by Dana Ezzell Gay, Art Director

When	presented	with	 the	chance	 to	continue	working		
on	 NCLR	 as	 Art	 Director,	 I	 saw	 this	 as	 an	 exciting		
professional	 opportunity.	Working	on	 this	 journal	 has		
provided	me	with	both	provocative	practice	as	a	graphic	
designer	and	a	unique	teaching	tool	in	my	classroom.

I	have	worked	for	more	than	fourteen	years	as	a	free-
lance	designer	on	many	different	projects	–	logo	design,	
stationery,	newsletter	design,	brochures,	exhibition	cat-
alogues,	posters,	advertisements,	exterior	signage,	and	
web	design,	just	to	name	a	few.	And	still,	the	opportu-
nity	to	create	a	new	design	for	this	journal	offered	me	
a	challenge	to	develop	a	strong,	cohesive	visual	system	
for	a	much	 larger,	comprehensive	body	of	work	–	one	
that	required	the	development	of	a	new	design	concept	
and	the	creation	of	a	comprehensive	design	style	guide	
to	assure	consistency	and	efficiency	of	all	visual	ele-
ments	throughout	the	journal.

Creating	a	new	design	 for	 the	 journal	has	 involved	
many	steps	and	processes,	which	I	began	work	on	in	the	
summer	of	2008.	the	journal	has	not	seen	a	truly	“new	
design”	since	its	conception	in	1992.	By	creating	a	new	
identity,	a	new	“look	and	feel”	for	the	cover	design,	and	
a	new	visual	system	for	all	typography,	style,	and	layout	
elements,	I	was	able	to	focus	on	several	primary	issues	

that	were	of	great	importance	to	me	as	an	Art	Director	
and	graphic	designer.	these	 issues	became	my	goals		
for	 the	 journal,	and	 I	hope	 that	you	will	embrace	 the	
changes	and	appreciate	their	effectiveness.	they	include:		
1.	 the	consistency	of	 typographic	style	and	hierarchy;		
2.	 the	 readability	 of	 titles	 and	 body	 text;	 3.	 the		
consistent	 use	 of	 the	 layout	 grid	 that	 allows	 for		
flexibility	and	 the	consistent	placement	of	elements;	
and	4.	 the	establishment	of	a	bottom	horizontal	 zone		
of	information	where	image	captions,	author	bylines,	foot-
notes,	and	other	supplementary	content	can	be	found.

Ultimately,	 the	 beauty	 of	 design	 involves	 exploring	
the	 relationships	 between	 form	 and	 communication.		
I	 appreciate	 the	 opportunity	 to	 use	 my	 design	
experiences	 with	 NCLR	 in	 the	 graphic	 design	
courses	 I	 teach	 at	 Meredith	 College.	 I	 am	 able	 to	
discuss	 my	 methods	 of	 designing	 layouts	 with	 my		
students,	and	I	am	able	to	share	with	them	the	process	
of	bringing	together	text	and	images	in	a	cohesive	way	
within	the	space	of	each	page.		

We	 hope	 that	 you	 enjoy	 NCLR’s	 new	 look.	 Stay	
tuned	 for	 the	new	website	 that	will	 become	a	useful	
source	 of	 information	 for	 news	 about	 North	 Carolina		
literature	and	all	things	NCLR. n
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recipient of the 
Roberts Award for 
Literary Inspiration

publish the fruits of their talents in various genres, 
the “reporters” who shared their presentation 
remarks from various award ceremonies, and the 
reviewers who contributed their expertise in order to 
bring new books to our readers’ attention. 

Finally, for this new section and/or our planned 
new website, we invite organizers across the state to 
send us news articles on recent or forthcoming liter-
ary events that feature North Carolina writers. 

In my capacity as NCLR editor/North Carolina 
Ambassador for Literature, interesting literary “mis-
cellany” crosses my desk every week – like an 1894 
Winston-Sentinel article on North Carolina literature, 
which includes the following passage that I’ve read at 
several literary events over the past year:

We should naturally expect North Carolina to be rich 
in literary resources. The climate is similar to that 
which nourished Homer and Hesiod, Horace and 
Virgil. The scenery from mountain crest to the surg-
ing sea is a source of ceaseless inspiration. Our 
history is sufficient to call forth the sweetest strains 
of the poetic lyre. Our heroes, celebrated in times of 
peace and war, deserve recognition in story and in 
song. Traditions amusing and pathetic thickly cluster 
along the coast and wild mountain frontiers of years 
ago. Surely there are few fields more inviting than 
the “Land of Tar.” [And] This field has been entered 
by writers of both prose and verse.

I smiled when I read this over 100-year-old prediction 
of the inspiration North Carolina would be to writers 
for years to come, thinking of the many writers whose 
work fills the 250-plus pages of NCLR every year, 
showing that a literary magazine can be devoted to a 
particular state’s writers and never run out of material 
– if that state is North Carolina. n

206 William Conescu: Writing Life as it Happens, 
  an interview by Louisa J. Dang

213 Gothic Realism in Reynolds Price’s Kate Vaiden, 
  by Peggy Dunn Bailey

218 Literary Inspiration Award to Honor Reynolds Price, 
  by Elizabeth Howland

223 Crimes Close to Home, a review by Art Taylor 
  of John Hart’s North Carolina mysteries

227 Two North Carolina Awards for Literature in 2008, 
  by Maggie Rogers

228 The Bible Salesman and the Magician, a review 
  by George Hovis of novels by Clyde Edgerton and 
  Daniel Wallace

232 Virginia “Exile” Lee Smith Inducted into 
  North Carolina Literary Hall of Fame, 
  presentation remarks by Lucinda MacKethan

235 Three Women Writers: Breaching Boundaries
  to Create New Realities, a review by Joyce   
  Compton Brown

238 A Place of Oaks and Bells: The Hutchinson 
  Building at Mills Home, 1946–1948, an essay 
  by D. Allen Carroll

249 Four New Contributions to Thomas Wolfe Studies,
  a review by Wiley Cash, with an In Memoriam

255 Historian William Stevens Powell Inducted into 
  North Carolina Literary Hall of Fame, 
  presentation remarks by Jerry Cashion 

256 High on the Hog, a review by Jerry Leath Mills 
  of Holy Smoke

258 2008 R. Hunt Parker Award Goes to John Ehle,
  presentation remarks by Rebecca L. Godwin
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150 Working with the Wiggle, an interview with 
  Betty Adcock, by James Smith 

  Two Poems with One Epigraph, Aegean Notes, and
  White Rhinoceros, three poems by Betty Adcock

165 Slantwisdom, a review by Robert West 
  of Betty Adcock’s new poetry collection

167 To Tell, Not To Tell, To Tell It Slant?, a review by 
  Catherine Carter of three new poetry collections

171 Shape Notes, a poem by Marty Silverthorne 
  art by David Terry

172 The State of Poetry in North Carolina, 
  a review by Jeffrey Franklin

173 “An Appalachian-in-Exile”: Michael Chitwood 
  Receives a Second Roanoke-Chowan Award for
  Poetry, presentation remarks by Michael McFee

178 English Leather Lime, a poem 
  by Julia Nunnally Duncan
  art by Duy Huynh

179 James Applewhite Inducted into the North Carolina 
  Literary Hall of Fame, presentation remarks 
  by Rebecca L. Godwin

180 A Tribute to Doris Betts, Recipient of the 2008 
  Roberts Award for Literary Inspiration,
  presentation remarks by Maurice C. York

184 The Whales Moved On, the 2008 Doris Betts 
  Prize story, by Malcolm Campbell 
  art by Mike Hoyt

190 Have You Seen Me?, the 2008 Betts 2nd place 
  story, by Gregg Cusick 

photography by Louanne Watley

194 “I am not Kitty Duncan”: Two Interviews with 
  Kat Meads, by Margaret D. Bauer and 
  Liza Wieland
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this new North Carolina Miscellany section, which 
combines the sections previously designated as 
Creative Writing, Reviews, and North Carolina Writers.  
And we are pleased to open the first North Carolina 
Miscellany section with an interview with poet Betty 
Adcock by James L. Smith, Jr. We thank Betty Adcock 
for generously sharing not only her thoughts about 
poetry but also her family photographs and for allow-
ing us to reprint some of the poems discussed in 
the interview. We also thank James Smith for his 
usual insightful questions (see other interviews he 
has conducted for NCLR in the 2007 and 2008 is-
sues), as well as for his service as a member of our 
editorial board, helping to select poetry collections 
and reviewers for some of the reviews in this and 
previous issues. 

Also in the new combined section are more inter-
views, reviews, and poetry, as well as the 2008 Doris 
Betts Fiction Prize first- and second-place stories (and 
information about the new guidelines for the competi-
tion), a tribute to Betts on the occasion of her most 
recent honor, literary criticism on Reynolds Price, 
several news stories of recent North Carolina literary 
award winners, and more. We thank the writers who 
gave their time to be interviewed or who allowed us to 
publish the fruits of their talent in various genres, the 
“reporters” who shared their presentation remarks 
from various award ceremonies, and the reviewers 
who contributed their expertise in order to bring new 
books to our readers’ attention. 

For this new section, we invite organizers 
across the state to send us news articles on recent 
or forthcoming literary events that feature North 
Carolina writers. n

ALsO IN THIs IssUE

6 n   north carolina Drama  

   interviews with dramatists, original plays, 
   literary criticism, and theater newsio

134 n   Flashbacks: echoes of Past Issues  

   poetry and nonfiction that hearkens back 
   to previous issues' special feature sections

North Carolina Miscellany: “North Carolina . . . rich in literary resources”
Margaret D. Bauer, Editor

As part of our new look, NCLR 2009 introduces this
north carolina miscellany section, which combines 
the sections previously designated as Creative Writing, 
Reviews, and North Carolina Writers. And we are 
pleased to open the first North Carolina Miscellany 
section with editorial board member James Smith’s 
interview with poet Betty Adcock. We thank Betty 
Adcock for generously sharing not only her thoughts 
about poetry but also her family photographs and for 
allowing us to reprint some of the poems discussed 
in the interview. We also thank James Smith for 
his usual insightful questions (see other interviews 
he has conducted for NCLR in the 2007 and 2008 
issues), as well as for his help with selecting poetry 
collections and reviewers for some of the reviews in 
this and previous issues. 

I have recently found myself comparing the privi-
lege of editing the North Carolina Literary Review to 
being an ambassador for North Carolina literature. It is 
a particular pleasure and privilege to introduce within 
NCLR’s pages writers from our state whom readers 
might not yet know about, like Kat Meads and William 
Conescu, also interviewed in this section of the issue. 
After reading Meads’s novel The Invented Life of Kitty 
Duncan, I have been on a crusade to introduce her 
1950s-era Scarlett O’Hara to other readers, and after 
reading Louisa Dang’s interview with Conescu, I put his 
novel Being Written on my own “must read” list.

Also in the new combined section are book 
reviews and poetry, as well as the 2008 Doris Betts 
Fiction Prize first- and second-place stories (and infor-
mation about the new guidelines for the competition), 
a tribute to Betts on the occasion of her most recent 
honor, literary criticism on Reynolds Price, several 
news stories of recent North Carolina literary award 
winners, and more. We thank the writers who gave 
their time to be interviewed or who allowed us to 
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