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ABOVE  Paul Green,
circa 1945
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PAUL GREEN’S SOUTH:

GOTHIC
MODERNISM

IN The House of Connelly
BY 
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TENNESSEE WILLIAMS MAY BE THE 

FIRST NAME TO COME TO MIND AS 

A SOUTHERN GOTHIC PLAYWRIGHT, 

BUT BEFORE WILLIAMS CAME PAUL 

ELIOT GREEN (1894–1981), A NORTH 

CAROLINA NATIVE, WINNER OF THE 

1927 PULITZER PRIZE FOR DRAMA FOR 

IN ABRAHAM’S BOSOM, AND A PIONEER 

IN FOLK AND SYMPHONIC OUTDOOR 

DRAMA. FEW OUTSIDE OF HIS HOME 

STATE REMEMBER GREEN TODAY, BUT 

HE WAS QUITE RENOWNED IN THE 

SOUTH AND THROUGHOUT THE REST 

OF THE COUNTRY DURING THE INTER-

WAR YEARS AND, AFTER RECEIVING 

THE PULITZER, CELEBRATED AROUND 

THE WORLD, YEARS BEFORE WILLIAMS 

WROTE HIS APPRENTICE PLAYS IN THE 

LATE 1930S AND EARLY 1940S. MORE-

OVER, GREEN PLAYED A SIGNIFICANT 

ROLE IN THE SOCIAL DEVELOPMENTS 

OF THE NEW SOUTH OF THE FIRST 

HALF OF THE TWENTIETH CENTURY.  




