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Congratulations, Condolences, and Gratitude

by Margaret D. Bauer, Editor

All together, we count twenty-five separate books
reviewed in this issue, most in this section, as they
are by writers we've published previously or they
reflect past issues’ subjects. Congratulations to

all the authors. And huge thanks to Book Review
Editor Kristi Southern, who manages the many
moving parts of making sure we can release a new
book review every week on our website and via
social media. On behalf of Kristi, | remind you all
to please use our online form to submit your new
title for review consideration, and if you're inter-
ested in possibly reviewing for NCLR, read more
here about our review expectations and how to
volunteer to review.

2024 was the first year NCLR managed the North
Carolina Book Awards for the North Carolina Liter-
ary and Historical Association and the first year |
served as chair of the selection committee for the
North Carolina Literary Hall of Fame, and | want to
thank everyone who stepped up to help honor the
award winners and inductees — book judges and
members of the selection committee, in particular.
Read about these honors throughout this section of
the issue. Congratulations to the award winners and
new inductees.

Congratulations, too, to NCLR's own honorees,
two poets who received Honorable Mention in our
James Applewhite Poetry Prize contest, whose
poetry appears in this section.

The summer 2024 NCLR Editorial Assistants,
Shelby Hans, Amber Knox, and Wendy Tilley,
unanimously recommended for publication Alex
McWalters's “beautiful story of father-son rela-
tionships” as Shelby described it. The author may

be new to our pages, but his essay hearkens back
to our 2017 issue theme, North Carolina Literature
and the other Arts. McWalters is another of North
Carolina’s many writer/musicians. Amber noted
that his essay will be “relatable to readers who
have also had the experience of struggling to find
work or decide what to do after college, or who
have had their plans and expectations change
suddenly.” Among other elements she praised,
Wendy admired the “relationship between the
salesman father (who is also a bit of an artist) and
his artist son.”

And, as too often happens, we close this issue
with a remembrance of a special person lost from
our writing community, Dannye Romine Powell,
whose smile could light up a room and warm every-
one in it. | thank Joseph Bathanti and Kim Church
for sharing their tributes to Dannye just a few years
ago when the North Carolina Writers Conference
honored her. Condolences to all who miss her.

Back in October, as NCLR's first crowdfunding
campaign went into its last week far from our goal,
| reached out to many, many people from our past
issues — that is, | sent an email to every back issue's
contributors list since the 1998 print issue (my first
as editor). A lot of those emails bounced, but more
seem to have gotten through because within hours
(minutes even), so many of you answered my call
for donations that would serve to help our mission
to preserve and promote the state's rich literary
history. | was so incredibly touched by how quickly
our gift total started rising after those emails went
out. Thank you. | felt the love. And | send it right
back to you. m
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Celebrating the 2024 North Carolina
Literary Hall of Fame Inductees

“What the mountains and forests did for me”:

A Fine Collection of Kephart's Words

a review by Rebecca Godwin

m George Frizzell and Mae Miller Claxton, eds.
Horace Kephart: Writings

The Images that Made Us
a review by Terry Roberts
m Brent Martin, George Masa’s Wild Vision

Becoming the Lost Colony

a review by Donald Paul Haspel

m Charles R. Ewen and E. Thomson Shields, Jr.,
Becoming the Lost Colony

North Carolina’s Own Otto Wood: Notorious
Criminal and Treasured Folk Hero

a review by Douglas C. MaclLeod, Jr.

m Trevor McKenzie, Otto Wood: The Bandit

The Lands that Shape Us

a review by Evan Peter Smith

m Georgann Eubanks, Saving the Wild South

m Bland Simpson et al., North Carolina:
Land of Water, Land of Sky

An Argument for Authenticity
a review by Elaine Thomas
m Daniel Wallace, This Isn't Going to End Well

All Things Must Pass
creative nonfiction by Alex McWalters

A Trifecta of Honors for David Joy’s Latest Novel
by Margaret D. Bauer
acceptance remarks by David Joy

A Search for Truth
a review by Lisa Wenger Bro
m Ariel Dorfman, The Suicide Museum
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FLASHBACKS:

Echoes of Past Issues
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Bringing the Hidden into the Light

a review by Moira Crone

m Elaine Neil Orr. Dancing Woman
art by Moira Crone

Between Life Before and Life After
a review by Kristi Southern
m Heather Frese, The Saddest Girl on the Beach

Howard Craft Receives 2024 Hardee-Rives Award
award presentation remarks by Devra Thomas

The Baroque Power of Nathan Ballingrud'’s
New Novel

a review by Dale Bailey

m Nathan Ballingrud, Crypt of the Moon Spider

What Blooms in the Wildwood?
a review by Amber Knox
m Marly Youmans, Seren of the Wildwood

YA Novel in Verse Receives 2024 North Carolina
AAUW Young People’s Literature Award

Searching for Meaning “in a beautiful
but fallen world”

a review by James Kirkland

m J.S. Absher, Skating Rough Ground

2024 Roanoke-Chowan Award Goes to
a Collection for All Ages

A Poetic Journey into the Appalachian Past

a review by Thomas Rain Crowe

m Julia Nunnally Duncan, When Time Was
Suspended

Black Is A Well Il: Libation Reservoir
a poem by Regina YC Garcia
art by Lynn Marshall-Linnemeier

Seeking Salvation in the Sixties and Lost Mother
two poems by Janis Harrington
photography by Elizabeth Prioli

Writers Remembering Dannye Romine Powell
a memoriam by Joseph Bathanti and Kim Church
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6 m North Carolina LGBTQ+ Literature
poetry, creative non iction, and book reviews

85 m North Carolina Miscellany
poetry, book reviews, and literary news
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