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BARBARA BENNETT received her PhD in
American Literature from Arizona State
University. She is currently an Associate Professor
at North Carolina State University. Her books
include Comic Vision, Female Voices (Louisiana
State University Press, 1998), Understanding Jill
McCorkle (University of South Carolina Press,

2000), Soul of a Lion (National Geographic Books,
2010), and Smoke Signals from Samarcand:
The 1931 Reform School Fire and its Aftermath
(University of South Carolina Press, 2018). Read
her interview with Jill McCorkle and Lee Smith
in NCLR 2016 and her essay on Jill McCorkle's
Ferris Beach in NCLR 2006.

Daniel Wallace, Big Fish: A Novel of Mythic
Proportions (Algonquin, 1998); quotations from
the novel will be cited parenthetically. Personal
interview, 29 June 2017; unattributed quotations
throughout this essay are from this interview.
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Quotations are from Publisher’'s Weekly 9
Sept 1998: web and Bob Minzesheimer, “In
the belly of Big Fish, a son finds the father
he dreams of;” USA Today, 14 Jan 1999: web.
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3 Kim Hollis, “Book vs. Movie: Big Fish,
boxofficeprophets.com, 21 Sept. 2004: web.



