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to Heal theme, and to complement the poem, Art 
Editor Diane Rodman selected a painting from ECU 
Emeritus Professor Michael Dorsey from his series 
inspired by his own wife’s experience with Alzheim-
er’s. The imagery from nature in Sylvia Freeman’s 
poem reminds me of the poetry we published in 
the 2011 issue’s special feature section on environ-
mental writing. Sylvia has so generously shared her 
photography with NCLR over the years, this time to 
complement her own poem.

That 2011 issue opened with an interview with 
David Gessner, and here we have a review of one of 
his newest books. Also reviewed, a novel set in part 
on the Outer Banks (see our 2005 issue theme), 
also the setting of the children’s book reviewed, 
which suits too the environmental writing theme of 
2011 and the 2006 feature on children’s literature. 
Also reviewed: new poetry collections by Carole 
Boston Weatherford (whom we published in the 
2006 issue) and Glenis Redmond, interviewed in 
our 2019 issue. And finally, a novel with a playlist of 
a sort is reminiscent of the North Carolina litera-
ture and the other arts theme of 2017, and as the 
author, Michael Amos Cody, has moved to Tennes-
see, also our 2020 theme: North Carolina expatri-
ate writers.

This is a good time, I think, to remind you all 
that all of our back issues are still available for 
purchase. Place an order for any one of the issues 
mentioned here, and we’ll send you another one 
of them free. Just email NCLRStaff@ecu.edu after 
your order is placed, mention this offer, and let us 
know which free issue you’d like (from those men-
tioned here), and we’ll add it to the package. n

We were so proud to be the lunchtime honoree 
at this year’s North Carolina Writers Conference. 
How appropriate, I remarked, that we were in 
Greensboro, home of Founding Editor Alex Al-
bright’s MFA program and the place I attended my 
first North Carolina Writers Conference, after be-
ing nominated for membership by Alex. And fitting, 
too, that the other Conference honoree was Clyde 
Edgerton, who has been featured in NCLR several 
times, including an interview with him in our 2003 
issue celebrating 100 years of flight, which Clyde 
later noted prompted his memoir Solo: My Ad-
ventures in the Air. Read more about the summer 
event here, including the banquet remarks about 
Clyde by John Rosenthal, whose photography has 
appeared in NCLR. 

If NCLR is unique for its focused mission (and 
gorgeous designs – which I can say because I have 
nothing to do with those), so too can North Caro-
lina boast about the one-of-a-kind North Carolina 
Writers’ Network. Back in our 2016, twenty-fifth is-
sue, Network Director Ed Southern explored what 
makes North Carolina so special that it inspires so 
many writers; read in this issue his homage to forty 
years of the Network, in which he notes that it is 
the networking that distinguishes this particular 
writers’ support organization from others.

The James Applewhite Poetry Prize 2025 contest 
finalist poems published in this section are by writ-
ers we’ve published before, like Michael Beadle (and 
the artist featured with his poem, Stephen L. Hayes, 
Jr., has also appeared in our pages before). The 
poems by the other returning poets also flash back 
to past issue themes: Jane Shlensky’s poem about 
a mother with dementia relates to the 2021 Writing 
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