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Welcome to more writers new to our pages,  
beginning with the 2025 Jaki Shelton Green Per-
formance Poetry Prize winner Asma Abike, who 
was also a finalist in the 2025 James Applewhite 
Poetry Prize contest. Her Applewhite poem will  
be in a 2026 online issue. Here you will find links  
to enjoy Asma’s winning performance, as well as 
the performances of the other Green Prize honor-
ees in the story on the 2025 contest results. And 
stay tuned for an update about this contest, which 
will evolve in 2026. 

Another winner: Hunter Mendenhall received 
the premiere Barrax/Bayes award for military po-
ets. This is the newest contest sponsored by the 
North Carolina Writers’ Network. It is named for 
two of North Carolina's beloved poetry profes-
sors who also served in the military: Gerald Barrax 
and Ronald Bayes. The UNC Chapel Hill Creative 
Writing program manages the contest for the 
Network, and NCLR will continue to consider 
the winner and other honorees for publication. 
For the 2025 contest, since our 2026 theme is 
military-focused, we are considering all of the 
finalists for publication.

The other poems in this section are by first-time 
finalists in the 2025 James Applewhite Poetry 
Prize contest, with several more poems from that 
contest forthcoming in 2026 issues (and a couple 
more in this issue’s Flashbacks section). We send 
thanks to our Poetry Editor Jeffrey Franklin for 
selecting these finalists for publication, and for all 
the years he commented on just about every poem 
that reached him. Jeff retired from the University 
of Colorado in Denver a few years ago, and after 
his 2025 Applewhite contest reading last summer, 
he extended that retirement to include his service 
to NCLR and to all the North Carolina poets he 
touched during his quarter century on staff.

NCLR manages the Doris Betts Fiction Prize for 
the North Carolina Writers’ Network, and in this sec-
tion you will find one of the 2024 contest finalists, 
by SD Williams. Read the winning story and another 
of the finalists in the 2025 print issue, which finally 
came out late summer (we apologize for the delay). 

Also in this issue, read Elisa Troncoso-Cabello’s 
essay, a finalist from the 2025 Alex Albright Cre-
ative Nonfiction Prize contest. More of this con-
test’s submissions are forthcoming in 2026 issues. 

Finally, more book reviews. With thanks to Book 
Review Editor Kristi Southern, with this issue, 
NCLR can boast reviewing 69 books in our three 
2025 online issues. I call that fulfilling our mission 
to promote North Carolina writers. The response 
from North Carolina writers to our weekly book 
review initiative has been so enthusiastic that I 
want to give special credit to Kristi, who keeps the 
process running smoothly – from review assign-
ments going out to completed reviews coming in. 
And thanks to the editors who read reviews ahead 
of me – Anne Mallory and Ken Parille for the po-
etry reviews – and behind me – Christy Alexander 
Hallberg, Rebecca Bernard, and, new to the team, 
incoming Poetry Editor Amber Flora Thomas. 

Book reviews also provide our student staff with 
the valuable experience of seeing a review through 
production from initial formatting through layout 
and including quote- and fact-checking. In this 
era of providing practical work-related experience 
within university curricula, NCLR prepares ECU 
students for careers in publishing. We invite all of 
our readers to consider sending your future writer 
or editor (your student, your child, yourself, a friend 
or relative) to ECU. And you can tell them to look 
me up to hear about opportunities to join the NCLR 
staff in the work that fulfills our mission “to preserve 
and promote the state’s rich literary history.” n 
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