Welcome to Our Pages
by Margaret D. Bauer, Editor

Find even more reviews in these pages, in this
case books by writers we've not published
before, including a poetry collection, two
short story collections, historical fiction, and
other novels. Thank you to all of the book
reviewers — |'ve said it before, but it bears
repeating: reviewing is such an important
service for writers. They are grateful, and so
are we, to those who help us to fulfill our goal
of releasing a new review every week.

Our poetry editor included two poems
by Lucinda Trew, a poet who is also new to
NCLR, among the finalists in the 2024 James
Applewhite Poetry Prize. Enjoy her poems
and a poem by another finalist Jeff selected
for publication, Michael Beadle. Michael has
reviewed for us, but we've not yet published
his poetry. Stay tuned to read more of the
finalists in the spring issue, due out in April, as
well as the 2024 honorees to be published in
the 2025 print issue, forthcoming in July.

And of course, there will be more reviews in
the spring issue, too. So if you wrote a review
and are wondering where it is, it's coming.
We are trying to keep these online issues to a
hundred pages (or, in this case, just over), and
North Carolina writers are prolific, as you are
likely aware. m
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requiem for June bugs and dying young
and soon I'll be fed up with relativity
two poems by Lucinda Trew

art by Max Herbert

Let Us All Be Happy
a review by Janis Harrington
m Ralph Earle, Everything You Love Is New

Practice to Embrace
a poem by Michael Beadle
art by Maud Gatewood

A Wry Exploration of Middle-Aged Womanhood
a review by Heather Bell Adams
m Julia Ridley Smith, Sex Romp Gone Wrong

Good Is Circumstantial
a review by Jon Kesler
m Halle Hill, Good Women Stories

Dark Secrets of Carolina Girlhood

a review by Karin Zipf

m Meagan Church, The Last Carolina Girl and
The Girls We Sent Away

Growing Up with Tobacco Truths
a review by Stephanie Whetstone
m Adele Myers, The Tobacco Wives

Untangling the Strings
a review by Sharon Colley
m Heather Newton, The Puppeteer’s Daughters

A New Playground
a review by Wendy Tilley
m Susan Reinhardt, The Beautiful Misfits

Recognizing the Value of Women's Stories:
The 2024 Ragan Old North State Award
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