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Award-Winning Writers and Books Abound in North Carolina

by Margaret D. Bauer, Editor

So many congratulations are in order: NCLR's own
Alex Albright Creative Nonfiction Prize winner
Susan Wilson and honorees Makayla Carmichael
and Mildred Kiconco Barya to start. Susan has
been an Albright Prize honoree in the past, and we
published another prize-winning essay by Mildred
some years ago. Read both of their essays in this
section. Find Makayla's essay in the next section,
as she is new to our pages. Also here, J.S. Absher’s
poem, which received honorable mention in the
2025 James Applewhite Poetry Prize contest.

This is the poet’s eighth time to have his poetry
selected as a finalist and published in NCLR.

It is not surprising that most of the North
Carolina literary award winners are “flashbacks” to
previous issues. Wiley Cash, the 2025 recipient of
the North Carolina Award for Literature, was inter-
viewed for the 2013 issue after his first novel was
published to critical acclaim in 2012. In 2006, we
published fiction by the premiere George Moses
Horton award winner Carole Boston Weatherford.
In 2019, we published poetry by Roanoke Chowan
Award winner Crystal Simone Smith.

The 2025 Raleigh Award winner, Katherine Scott
Crawford, is new to NCLR, but her novel, The
Miniaturist’s Assistant, echoes our 2017 theme,
North Carolina Literature and the Other Arts. And
of course, both of the recipients of the Young Peo-
ple’s Literature Award, given by the AAUW of North
Carolina, Patrice Gopo for children’s literature and
Carol Baldwin for young adult literature, remind us

of what we discovered when we featured child-
ren’s and young adult literature in 2006: that the
literary talent of North Carolina includes authors
of books for readers of all ages.

This section also celebrates national award
winner and ECU alumnus Dean Marshall Tuck,
whose first novel won the James Alan McPher-
son Award, given by the Association of Writing
Programs (AWP). Readers may recall that in 2007,
in celebration of the centennial anniversary of
our home institution, we celebrated 100 Years of
Writers and Writing at East Carolina University.
Dean was working on his master’s degree at ECU
at that time, concentrating in creative writing. His
professors were among the writers featured in
that issue, and now we are reviewing his novel.
Stay tuned for an interview with him forthcoming
in either the print issue or our 2027 issue, featur-
ing Gothic North Carolina literature. And by the
way, the 2007 issue was popular, so if you do not
yet have it in your collection, buy now. We are
running short.

Other reviews in this section relate to our 1995
issue featuring Black Mountain College, the 2010
issue featuring Appalachian literature, and the
2022 theme, North Carolina Writers Who Teach
and Teachers Who Write. And enjoy reviews of
several books by writers whose fiction, poetry,
and nonfiction have appeared in our pages over
the years. Congratulations to all of these writers
on their new books. m






