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Young Adult literature serves as
an opportunity for adolescents
to critically examine societal
issues. Often, the genre focuses
on themes of power, resistance,
and social change in which a
young character navigates, usu-
ally disrupting the status quo.
That is no different in Beth
Revis’s Full Speed to a Crash
Landing and Lauren Yero's
Under This Forgetful Sky. These
two novels transport readers

to distant, future worlds that
explore crumbling societies,
star-crossed lovers, and high-
stakes conflict while maintain-
ing distinct characteristics that
show the depth of both authors’
writing as well as the variety of
the genre.

Full Speed to a Crash Land-
ing by Beth Revis is a fast-paced
science fiction novella that
follows the protagonist, Ada
Lamarr, through a space heist
mystery. The story opens when
the reader learns that Ada’s ship
has been breached, and she is
running out of oxygen. After
sending out a distress signal,
she is rescued by a government
salvage crew on a classified
mission. Throughout the story,
she grows closer to one of the
government agents, Rian. The
government crew is highly sus-
picious of Ada, but she is able to
chip away at that suspicion and
eventually joins the crew on an
expedition to a lava-filled planet
that holds a valuable item that
both Ada and the government
are after.

Under This Forgetful Sky is a
dystopian novel that is heavily
inspired by Lauren Yero's Cuban
American background and time
spent in Chile. The book follows
a dual first-person point-of-
view of the two protagonists,

Rumi and Paz. Rumi is from a
privileged background, grow-
ing up in the highly protected
and technological Upper City.
The story kicks off with Rumi’s
father traveling to the lower
cities, known to be poorer and
more dangerous, and being
cornered by a rebel group and
infected with a deadly disease.
Rumi sets off on an unsanc-
tioned mission to find the cure.
In the lower city of Paraiso, he
meets Paz, who grew up in the
lower cities and has known only
struggle. Due to her deformed
arm, caused by radiation expo-
sure, she is forced to work for
the Library. As they both learn of
each other’s backgrounds, they
realize how those with power
have only expanded the division
between citizens of the Upper
and Lower Cities.

These books are united by
their similar portrayal of the
future: dystopian worlds caused
by environmental catastrophe
that led to the disenfranchise-
ment of several communities. In
Revis's novel, Ada is actually one
of the few characters born on
Earth. Since discovering space
travel, humans have begun to
immigrate to various planets,
but several billion still remain on
Earth, which Ada describes as
“little bubbles of tourist locations
that hide the last dying gasps of
a world that's been polluted to
death” (62). As we get to know
Ada and the other characters,
it is clear that humans did not
learn from their actions on Earth,
and they carry their issues and
consequences into space and to
other human populated planets.
In contrast, Yero describes the
Upper Cities through the eyes
of Rumi, stating, “each house in
my neighborhood looked like
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a painting. Windows glowed
warmly. Walkways bloomed.
Stately trees arched their limbs
over perfect, peaceful gardens”
(13). In Upper City, the citizens
wear specs, which are digital
glasses that alter the way they
see the world. Without the specs,
Rumi states that Upper City
“streets had lost their brightness.
The trees were gone. The adverts
and street lamps and brightly
lit storefronts — all gone” (44).
Paraiso, in contrast, is filled with
poverty, disease, crime, and hun-
ger. The area outside of Paraiso
is referred to as the Waste, where
the land is ravaged with pollu-
tion and occupied by dangerous
rebel groups.

Revis and Yero paint pictures
of what a distant future could
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look like if we
continue to

live the way we
do on Earth.
Revis imagines
space travel as a
pathway to the
future, and the
reader recog-
nizes a realm of
science fiction.
Yero's depic-
tion, however,
seems closer

to reality. Large
metropolitan
areas already
struggle with
division, pover-
ty, hunger, while
certain areas of
the world also
grapple with
large amounts
of pollution. Tech companies
are advancing, with things like
Meta glasses and Apple Vision
Pro that resemble the specs in
Yero's novel. While both stories
force the reader to consider the
consequences of pollution and
environmental disaster, only
Yero addresses what life is like
for those living in those areas.
Through Rumi’s character, the
reader experiences the shock of
recognizing how the other side
of society is living while Rumi
begins to deconstruct what he
is taught and what the govern-
ment controls.

Throughout these novels, the
reader experiences fun, flirty
banter between Ada and Rian,
and a growing friendship and
romance between Rumi and

Paz. Both couples are examples
of star-crossed lovers whose
relationships defy the societal
norms of their respective worlds.
Aboard the Halifax, the govern-
ment salvage ship, Ada gains the
trust of the crew members and
embarks on their salvage mission
with them. While Ada helps the
crew, her true motives and back-
ground remain hidden as every
action spirals them towards the
said crash landing. Throughout
the novel, the readers are left to
question whether or not Ada is a
reliable narrator who is pursuing
a path she believes in or if her
actions are in her own self-inter-
est or preservation. As the story
closes, many questions are left
unanswered, making space for
the two unreleased books left
in the series. Will they uncover
who Ada really is and how she
got the crew to trust her?
Similarly, Paz has ulterior
motives for getting closer with
Rumi. Rumi and Paz both
become entangled with the
rebel group Las Oscuras, whose
influence shapes the nature of
their relationship from the start.
As part of their entanglement,
they are tasked with travel-
ing through the Wastes to find
a cure for Rumi’s father. The
Library assigned Paz to accom-
pany him, and throughout
their travels they are attacked,
robbed, and threatened. Rumi is
a target, being from Upper City,
and these dangers intensify as
the story progresses. Through-
out these trials, they start to
grow closer, with Paz growing
guiltier every day. When they
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reach the conclusion of this
journey, they are forced to con-
front where their loyalties lie
and whether or not their beliefs
have been shaped by forces
that are not entirely truthful.
Since Paz has been left in the
dark about Las Oscuras’ true
motives, and Rumi is unaware
of the scope of atrocities
Upper City commits, the rela-
tionship between Rumi and Paz
was doomed from the begin-
ning as forces outside of them
worked against their interests.
Their own internal conflicts
also got in the way of estab-
lishing a solid relationship.
Rumi tries to rationalize the
things he sees and experiences
in the Lower Cities, exposing
his privileged life to Paz and
other people they encounter,
which only fuels their skepti-
cism about him. Where Rumi
is open and trusting, Paz is
guarded and paranoid.

Both novels reveal how soci-
etal expectations can often get in
the way of relationships. Where
these novels most notably dif-
fer is in the voice and cadence
of the stories. In Full Speed to a
Crash Landing, the novel is told
in an upbeat, quick, and friendly
voice, making it a fun, short, sci-
ence fiction read. The reader is
kept engaged through witty ban-
ter and characters with hidden
agendas all working toward a
similar goal. Under This Forgetful
Sky carries heavier themes, with
Rumi’s voice being confused,
determined, and curious, and Paz
being angry, paranoid, and guilty.
Overall, the stakes are higher in
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Yero's novel as her characters
navigate death, responsibility,
and the implication of power
dynamics. The enemy is made
clear in Under This Forgetful
Sky — essentially every institution
has had a hand in the disenfran-
chisement of those in the Lower
Cities, and even Las Oscuras
sees its members as expendable
and tools to their larger goals. In
Full Speed to a Crash Landing,
even by the end, the reader is left
questioning who the enemy is
and if they even appeared in the
first book of the series.

Young Adult literature is
often, at its core, about the
protagonist’s journey and rebel-
lion against authority. In Full
Speed to a Crash Landing, Ada’s
journey is displayed through
the unraveling of her hidden

agenda and working against
the government. Being the first
of three books, her journey is
not yet complete so you might
be left with more questions
after you finish reading. Under
This Forgetful Sky, however,
explores the convergent jour-
neys of Rumi and Paz, who
begin on the opposite sides of
social, economic, and political
upbringing. Their journey is an
unraveling of the belief systems
put in place by authoritative
figures, where they discover
their own independence. These
two novels are representa-
tions of the creative scope of
the genre and showcase how
imagined futurities can invite
the reader to critically engage
with text that has historical and
scientific underpinnings. m
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